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in the minutes of the Select Committee, and he openly
justified himself afterwards on the plea of necessity.
As a statesman Olive showed sound judgment in
attempting only what was practicable. His reforms
were temporary expedients, calculated to give peace and
security to the Empire he had won. Beyond this he did
not go, although his views as to the importance of India,
and the policy that should be pursued, were clear. Cool
in deliberation, vehement in action, he was able, by his
great powers of work and close application to business,
to rule Bengal almost single-handed, and to achieve
what most men would have deemed the impossible. As
a soldier he was beloved by his men, a " spoiled child of
victory " in the field, an able administrator in peace.
Although he was never opposed to a European com-
mander of the calibre of De Bussy, his successes are
astonishing when the means and material which he had
at his disposal are taken into consideration. He was
equally successful when opposed to the French and their
native allies and when face to face with a mutiny
amongst the men he had led to victory.
There was little refinement in Olive's manner. At
times stern and imperious, at times stubborn and dogged,
he was blunt and outspoken even to rudeness; and he
frequently gave great offence by his impatience of
opposition, and his openly expressed contempt for
mediocrity. He. loved praise, and was very susceptible
to flattery ; while detraction at once roused all his com-
bative iaculties. Those who agreed with him were
lauded to the skies ; while those who differed from him
were roundly abused, even when they happened to be
old Mends like Mr. Sumner and Mr. Vansittart. *c His